
San Diego Miramar College 

Basic Skills Subcommittee 
Co-Chairs:  Roanna Bennie and Joan Thompson 

September 8, 2014 
APPROVED 10/06/14 

MINUTES 
 
Present: R. Bennie, L. Ascione, S. Ballard, D. Figueroa, S. Forbes, S. Gobble, S. Johnson, L. Munoz, K. 

Reinstein, B. Stephens, J. Thompson (for herself and with proxy for M. Guevara), K. Todd, D. 
Tran 

 
Call to order:  The meeting was called to order at 1:19 p.m. by R. Bennie, and self-introductions were 
made. 
 

1. Approval of Agenda.  The agenda was approved by general consent. 
 

2. Approval of draft minutes.   
a. It was moved, seconded and carried to approve the draft minutes of April 21, 2014. 
b. It was moved, seconded and carried to approve the draft minutes of August 25, 2014, with 

the date corrected. 

Old Business: 
 

3. BSI Coordinator (R. Bennie).  There currently is no BSI Coordinator.  Because there is no 
requirement that the faculty co-chair of this subcommittee must be the BSI Coordinator, it was 
agreed by consensus to elect a faculty co-chair.  J. Thompson was nominated and unanimously 
elected to be the faculty co-chair for Fall 2014.   
 
It was also agreed by consensus to advertise immediately for a BSI Coordinator for Spring 2015 
through Spring 2016 at 0.4 FTEF per semester.  R. Bennie will immediately post the position for 
two weeks, form a committee and set interview dates. 
 

4. BSI Report (R. Bennie).  The draft report has been sent to the Academic Affairs Committee and 
will go to the Academic Senate and on to the College Executive Committee. 

 
5. Committee membership (all).  Committee membership was discussed and tentatively clarified 

as follows: 

 D. Figueroa said that if the last English/ESOL Lab Coordinator changes, then historically 
that person usually automatically becomes one of the two English faculty voting 
members and then the English Department decides who their other voting member 
will be, and any others will be attending but non-voting. 

 There can be non-voting members who regularly attend. 

 The English Department will discuss who will be its two voting members and will 
advise K. Todd.  It was subsequently decided that the two voting members would be S. 
Forbes and K. Reinstein.  Additional non-voting members were added to the 
committee. 
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 The Vice President of Student Services has requested to be on the committee, and he 
can be a non-voting member. 

 The Dean of PRIE, Library & Technology has invited S. Ballard, a District employee, to 
be on the committee.  R. Bennie will check with the Classified Senate to see whether it 
was willing to be represented by a non-Miramar classified employee. 

 

Capacity Name 

Administrator (1) VPI/VPSS or Designee 
Roanna Bennie, Co-
Chair 

Classified 
Staff (3) 

Representative #1 
Sam Ballard 
(non-voting) 

Representative #2 TBD 

Representative #3 TBD 

Faculty 
(minimum of 9) 

PLACe Coordinator Daphne Figueroa 

Basic Skills Coordinator TBD 

Dev. Math Faculty (2) 

Donnie Tran, Math 
Lab Coordinator 

Becky Stephens 

Dev. English/ESOL Faculty (2) 

Sharai Forbes, 
English/ESOL Lab 
Coordinator 

Ken Reinstein 

Sheryl Gobble 
(non-voting) 

Stefanie Johnson 
(non-voting) 

Kristin Krogh 
(non-voting) 

Lisa E. Munoz 
(non-voting) 

Counseling Faculty (2) (EOPS, 
DSPS, General Counseling) 

Joan Thompson, 
Co-Chair 

MaryAnn Guevarra 

Career/Tech Faculty Rep. Dawn DiMarzo 

Students (1) Representative #1 TBD 

 

New Business: 
 

6. Project reports.  R. Bennie reported that the college president wishes to scale up in order to 
serve more students. We shouldn’t be afraid that the money is going away, so we shouldn’t 
fear scaling up, serving more students, and bringing in more programs that serve our students; 
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and if the money does go away we’ll deal with that then.  Secondly, as we do our work we want 
to integrate basic skills with SSSP and equity initiatives that are currently happening in the 
District and at the College.   
 
a. English Center (S. Forbes).  The Center moved from I-122 to I-130, which is a larger space 

and serves more students, and I-122 can be used as an additional room for workshops; it is 
getting a printer and adding a value station; has counselors spending more time in the 
designated area; has walk-in services, including increasing hours and services, and weekly 
ESOL discussion circles, starting tomorrow.  We want to make the Center more appealing to 
students, get furniture, have a reading corner, and give returning IAs more opportunity for 
leadership; looking to hire IAs and are recruiting at universities.  In  
English 043 we’ve increased the rigor 100% in an effort to better bridge the gap between 
English 043 and English 049.  Last semester in English 049 we revised the lengthy grading 
session for the department essay and will continue this semester to work out the kinks.  We 
are moving away from Accuprompt and are teaching more critical thinking; have a pass rate 
of nearly 70%; are working more on Blackboard; working on setting up a best practices 
luncheon, possibly for flex credit; and are working to formalize the process. 
 

b. Math lab (D. Tran).  Enrollment has doubled, and a growth mindset approach has been 
implemented.  Additional staff who shares a compatible mindset and flexible approach are 
needed. 
 

c. The PLACe (D. Figueroa).  Providing supplemental face-to-face instructional programs for 
English, Math and Child Development, and an online coordination component.  Partnered 
with the Math Lab during the summer and did a joint training re growth mindset, to be 
repeated in future summers.    The first sessions in English and Math occurred last week and 
although we expected more people, there will probably be more in spring.  We are currently 
understaffed, have recruited heavily from former honor students, and have 11 students to 
be one-on-one tutors on the floor, and possibly an SI as well.   
 

d. Use of counselors (J. Thompson).  Counseling classroom presentations began today.  M. 
Guevarra is doing five- to ten-minute presentations about available Counseling services, and 
is also available do one hour presentations in classes.  Counseling services at the English lab 
are available on Mondays/Wednesdays, 2:30-4:00 p.m., with R. Mojica, and Tuesdays, 3:00-
6:00 p.m., with M. Holman.  Associated Student planners are given to BSI students during 
their counseling appointments and in the class presentations. Counselors are currently 
working on ordering new orientation folders, and participated in last week’s ESOL 
orientation. 
 

7. BSI Budget (R. Bennie/L. Ascione).   
We have $300,000+ to spend in the next two years, so this year’s attitude is to spend the 
money, but to be reasonable.  The committee was asked to compile a needs list for the 
committee to prioritize by the committee’s next meeting date of October 6th.  The English 
group will send its equipment needs list to L. Ascione and he’ll get quotes. 
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8. Research resources (S. Ballard).   
S. Ballard presented and discussed the latest version of the BSI report and said that D. 
Miramontez will brief the campus on the report during this subcommittee’s regular meeting 
time on December 1, 2014.  The discussion topic will be the Student Equity section of the report 
and the five success indicators.  He reported on the Student Equity Workshop done on Friday.  
The question was asked when this semester’s data is due to the District and the State, and S. 
Ballard will check with D. Miramontez for the schedule of submission of data.  L. Ascione will set 
up a meeting with M. Manasse and R. Bennie to discuss. 
 

9. Suggested items for next meeting.   
a. Review our mission statement. 
b. Approach for the 2014-15 Organizational Plan. 
c. Additional budget items. 
d. Ideas from the equity workshop that directly relate to BSI – the five touchstone points S. 

Ballard mentioned in Paragraph 7a, above. 
e. Proposals for needs should be submitted to L. Ascione in late September.  He and R. Bennie 

will consolidate them for discussion at this subcommittee’s October 6th meeting. 
 

Other:  None. 
 
Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned at 2:35 p.m. 

 
Next meeting: October 6, 2014.  
 
Reporter:  K. Todd 
 
 


