
 

Minutes 

Miramar College Academic Senate 

Location: L-309 

Feb 17, 2015   3:30-5:00pm 
 

Senators Present: Buran Haidar, Marie McMahon, Joan Thompson, Gina Bochicchio, Carmen Jay, Frederica Carr, Daphne 

Figueroa, Josh Alley, Clara Blenis, Rebecca Bowers-Gentry, Rick Cassar, Otto Dobre, Isabella Feldman, Cynthia Gilley, Ann 

Gloag, Naomi Grisham, Mark Hertica, Jennifer Leaver, Andrew Lowe, Laura Murphy, Wai-Ling Rubic, Shayne Vargo, M. 

Patricia Beller, Shawn Hurley, Thong Nguyen 

Absent: Dan Igou, Sean Bowers, Lisa Brewster, Rich Halliday, Wheeler North, Dan Willkie 

Other Attendees: David Buser, Patricia Hsieh, Roanna Bennie, Brett Bell, Chris Manis, Namphol Sinkaset, Marcy 

Worthington, Sheryl Gobble, Juli Bartolomei 
 

Meeting called to order at 3:32pm. 
 

A. Approval of Agenda and Previous Minutes 
The agenda was approved with a minor addition of Announcements. The previous minutes were approved unchanged. 
 

B. Special Reports 

1. District Emergency Planning – Chris Manis, Vice Chancellor of Facilities Management, gave a brief summary of his 

background and a presentation about disaster/emergency preparedness. He reviewed C-Cert training, campus 

emergency support, etc. He reminded that we are not first responders; our responsibility is to systematically close 

down the campus and get people clear, with district and campus protocols, and communication and chains of 

command. He emphasized the use of lessons learned to improve process and less reliance on phone calls now and 

more on texting. Campus are designated Red Cross Emergency Evacuation Site, but it’s up to us to approve requests. 

2. College Administration – President Hsieh reminded that the Board meeting will be held at Miramar on Thursday, with 

an open door session at 3:30pm. Summer session additional FTES allocation is under discussion at the Chancellor’s 

Cabinet and we will know more next week.  

 

C. Committee Reports/Information 
1. Adjunct Faculty Appreciation Day – Gina Bochicchio asked people to print out the flyer and reminded everyone that 

they can make four color copies without their department chair’s permission. We’re having trouble getting in touch 

with everyone due to lack of email addresses, so it was decided to keep things small this year (no speakers or FLEX 

activity). Please encourage departments to do a little something for their adjuncts that day, since they’re the ones who 

have email lists and can contact all adjuncts. There will be a pizza party sponsored by Academic Senate from 4-

6:15pm in K-107. A motion to use the Faculty BBQ budget for the pizza party, with a maximum allocation of $300, 

passed by unanimous consent. Gina requested that contract faculty bring desserts and beverages. Kudos were given to 

Math, Physical Science and Counseling for planning something for their adjuncts that day. Drink coupons have been 

provided by the College President; contact Daphne about getting them for adjuncts. Reminder about rallies at sister 

campuses. “Adjunct Ally” stickers will be put in everyone’s mailboxes so they can wear them on AAD. 

Buran mentioned that she contacted Jim Mahler about adjunct alternate email addresses and he said that, as soon as an 

email address is used for any district business, they have no expectation of privacy and those addresses should be 

released to those requesting them for campus business. She asked that VPI Bennie to please send us the list. 

2. Adjunct Faculty Senator Elections (update) – Gina put nomination forms in all adjunct faculty mailboxes and also 

sent an email to the adjunct DL. Nominations close on the 18
th
. Ballots will be put in mailboxes on the 19

th
 and voting 

will go through the 25
th
, until 3pm in the mailroom and during the pizza party to 6:15pm. She asked contract senators 

to send email to their department chairs for them to remind their adjuncts. It was clarified that this election is for 

filling the three vacant positions until the end of this semester, not next year. Current seated adjuncts senator continue 

their academic year term and their service till the end of spring. Adjunct elections take place at the beginning of the 

fall semester each year. 

3. Academic Support & Student Success – Buran discussed that Academic Support Program Development and 

restructuring of academic support require “Collegial consultation”, per Title 5 §53200(c)(4) that identifies educational 

program development as an academic and professional matter and §53200(c)(5) that cites student preparation and 

success as an academic and professional matters. She cited a joint publication of the Community College League of 

California and the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges that clearly points to need for consultation 

with the Academic Senate on any issue that involves reorganization that alters faculty role in governance and other 

Academic and Professional matters.  

D. Old Business 



 

1. 2016 Accreditation Self-Evaluation: Process & Faculty Editor – (Place Holder until next meeting, March 3) The 

Senate Exec will discuss a proposal for bringing the faculty editor in (affects the process, not the timeline) next week 

and will bring it back to the 3/3 meeting. 

2. ASCCC Senate Rules and By Laws – Continued concern about the name change and the Executive Director on the 

State Academic Senate Executive Committee was expressed. A brief discussion ensued. Wheeler North and Darrel 

Harrison were not available to address the issues of concern for the Senate. The hope is that they will be able to 

inform prior to the Spring Plenary and the Area D meeting. 
   

E. New Business 

1. Recommendation: Name Change of Professional Development to Professional Advancement Committee – Joan 

Thompson explained that the purpose of committee is for salary, advancement and sabbaticals, not FLEX, so the new 

name will better reflect what the committee does. CGC already approved the change. Passed by consent calendar. 

2. Program Definition – Laura Murphy reviewed the document that was sent to Senators about the new proposal for 

Miramar programs that is more in alignment with what Title 5 states. She reminded that the Program List in 

Taskstream is based on Degree and Certificate titles. Gina raised a question about the program list and separate 

program reviews and a discussion ensued. It was determined that that issue needs to be discussed at the department 

level. Daphne made a point of order, asking if this item was being pulled off the consent calendar. It was clarified that 

the program definition and program list were two separate issues. Program Definition was passed by consent calendar. 

3. Program List in College Catalog – Laura Murphy explained how the list was originated, using the three Biology 

distinct tracks as an example. The list was based on feedback solicited at Academic Affairs and was approved by the 

same committee. It is based on similar vs different outcomes. Daphne asked if people could cut and paste the same 

information, to reduce amount of work needed. Gina brought up the fact that physical sciences and physics had 

streamlined by combining areas, so it didn’t make sense to split them again. Laura said that’s something to be decided 

at the department level. Buran pointed the listing of “EDUC” under a “Tutoring” Program that doesn’t exist. She 

recommended moving it under the existing “Interdisciplinary Studies”. This item will be brought back to the March 

3
rd

 meeting for a second reading. 

4. Program Review Template in Taskstream – Laura Murphy informed that Taskstream is being set up to house all the 

Program Review document and to combine Outcomes/Assessment and Program Review. She accessed the Taskstream 

online and walked through sections of a “sample” program. She explained that every course available will be listed so 

nothing falls through the cracks. She can enroll all of the programs and email the link to faculty so they can play with 

it once she gets the approved list from the Academic Senate.  Academic Affairs approved the proposed template with 

the understanding that that it may require modification. This item will be brought back to the March 3
rd

  meeting for a 

second reading. 

5. Action Plan for BSI – Sheryl Gobble gave a brief synopsis of the Plan and explained that it was due in Oct 2014, but 

there was no Basic Skills Coordinator in place until recently. The purpose of the Plan is to account for the money 

received from the State. There is one additional goal on the 2014-15 Action Plan: “Continue to refine a basic skills 

program at San Diego Miramar College based on extant research and data and work towards a commitment of 

institutionalization of successful practices.” This will be brought back to the march 3
rd

 meeting for a second reading. 

6. BRDS Discretionary Allocation – David Buser discussed the Discretionary Allocation process as a grassroots effort, 

working up through the departments, schools, and then VPs. He went through the details regarding requests, priorities 

and amounts. This $126,276 is additional money and there is a good chance it will be an ongoing thing. Discussion 

ensued about where the discussion should take place to establish various needs, especially for programs and areas not 

within a specific department (PLACe, Honors etc). There were questions about some nonexistent programs that are 

still on the list (for example, journalism). This item will be brought back to the march 3
rd

 meeting for a second 

reading. 
 

F. Senate Reports 
1. Treasurer – Joan Thompson reported a balance of $1159.69. 

2. President’s Report – Buran Haidar had no report. 

3. President-Elect – Marie McMahon had no report. 
 

G. Announcements 

1. District MMAP (Math, English, ESL faculty needed) 

2. Board Meeting – Feb. 19. Open door: 3:30-4pm, L-108. Regular meeting: LLRC (Math & Business). 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:01pm. The next meeting will be on March 3
rd

. Please submit agenda items to both Buran 

Haidar and Juli Bartolomei. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gina Bochicchio and Juli Bartolomei 


