
 

Minutes 
Miramar College Academic Senate 

Location: K-302 
Sept 03, 2013   3:30-5:00pm 

 

Senators Present: Buran Haidar, Daphne Figueroa, Gina Bochicchio, Joan Thompson, Frederica Carr, Mark Hertica, Peter 
Elias, Clara Blenis, Sean Bowers, Otto Dobre, Marilyn Espitia, Isabella Feldman, Naomi Grisham, Rich Halliday, Jeff 
Higginbotham, April Koch, Andrew Lowe, Eric Mosier, Wheeler North, Wayne Sherman, Sandra Slivka, Dan Willkie, Linda 
Woods, M. Patricia Beller, Lawrence Hahn, Shawn Hurley, Lisa Selchau, Shayne Vargo 
Other Attendees: Duane Short, Laurie Vasallo-Dusa, Darrel Harrison, David Navarro, Karinna Topete, Juli Bartolomei 
Absent: Erica Murrietta, Dawn DiMarzo (proxy: P. Elias), Jordan Omens, Johnny Gonzales 

 
Meeting called to order at 3:31pm. 
 
A. Welcome to 2013/14 – Academic Senate President, Buran Haidar, gave a warm welcome to the 2013-2014 Academic 

Senate. She presented a list of the 2012-2013 Academic Senate accomplishments cross-referenced to the Academic and 
Professional Matters and participatory governance at the College and District levels and to the College Mission, or 
Federal Accreditation mandates. The list will be posted on the Academic Senate website. She emphasized challenges and 
opportunities awaiting us as we start the new school year, and enumerated several goals (in draft version) for the 
upcoming year and asked for input to be forwarded. These included: 
i. Encourage and improve communication and collaboration between faculty groups about common understanding 

of complementary roles and limits of responsibilities. 
ii. Encourage the improvement of communication about campus issues. Examine, recommend changes if appropriate, 

and disseminate information. 
iii. Encourage participation in campus committees so that the responsibility of shared governance is shared more evenly, 

and encourage committees to develop succession plans for committee leadership. 
iv. Plan Flex Day events that are informative, inspirational, motivational, and/or engaging to all those that attend. 
 

B. Approval of Agenda and Previous Minutes 
The agenda was approved with no changes. The previous minutes were also approved unchanged. 

 

C. Senate Reports 
i. Treasurer – Daphne Figueroa, filling in for Erica Murrietta, reported a balance of $172.82, carried over from last 

year’s account. Daphne reminded us of all the things for which dues are used (including $700 for scholarships and 
approximately $300-400 for the annual BBQ), and that dues are only $20 for contract faculty and $10 for adjunct. She 
also encouraged contract faculty to consider “sponsoring” membership of one or two adjunct faculty. 

ii. President’s Report – Buran reported on: 
i) An update on the status of both interim and permanent positions for the VPI and Dean of Technology. 
ii) An update on faculty hiring for the 2013/2014 year – Miramar will be hiring 11 faculty in total by next spring, 

following the College-approved prioritized faculty hiring list. 
iii) An update on the Accountability Management System (AMS) Taskstream Implementation. A “team” has been 

formed with representatives from instruction, student services and administration. More information is to follow. 
iii. Past-President – Daphne Figueroa had no report. 

 

D. Special Reports 
i. SDCCD Participatory Governance and Planning Workshop – Daphne informed the Senate that there will be a district-

wide workshop, which will be held on Friday, October 11th, at the Joan Kroc Center for Peace and Justice at USD. 
Highlights include a welcome speech from our Chancellor, the California Academic Senate President and other state-
wide leaders. The keynote speaker will be Dr. Brice Harris, Chancellor, California Community Colleges. Please 
RSVP by September 20th, to the office of Vice-Chancellor Otto Lee. 

 

E. Committee Reports/Information 
i. Faculty Removal of Disruptive Student from Class Form and Incident Report Form – David Navarro, Chair of 

Counseling, spoke to the Academic Senate about updates to these forms. If an instructor feels it is necessary to 
remove a student from class, for the remainder of the class and the next class, he or she must fill out this form in a 
timely manner (within 24 hours) and submit it to the Dean of Student Services, so she can discuss the issue with all 
concerned parties. The other form mentioned is the Incident Report Form. This form is filled out if an incident with a 
student occurs, but removal is not being considered. Faculty can find these forms on the Faculty Web Services page. 
A login is required to retrieve the form. A copy should be sent to the school dean. A final note was to call campus 
police if in doubt about any classroom incident. 

 



 

F. New Business 
ii. FLEX Report – Patricia Flower was not able to attend, so Daphne presented the report in her place. 

i) There is a new FLEX handbook. It is available in the office of each school dean and also online on the FLEX 
information page of the Miramar website. 

ii) The deadline for independent project submission was unilaterally changed to the Monday of week 12 of the 
semester by someone at the district office. The Fall 2013 deadline is now 11/04/13 and the Spring 2014 deadline 
is 04/14/14. The ostensible reason is faculty concern about poorly-conceived independent projects at a sister 
college. It came to light that the original deadlines were to coincide with census date, and that Dr. Flower opposed 
this vigorously on our behalf. 

iii) Contract faculty will not be able to receive credit for input of information into Tasktream, but adjuncts will. The 
same situation applies to SLO activities and department meetings. 

Discussion ensued and faculty concerns were raised regarding rationale for changes, details included in the handbook, 
and the followed procedure for developing a faculty professional development handbook without consultation with the 
Academic Senates. A motion was brought forth and seconded, proposing that the Academic Senate disagrees with 
changing the deadlines and to seek the support of the Mesa and City Academic Senates. The motion was amended to 
direct Buran to consult with her counterparts at City and Mesa Colleges to find out if their Senates were involved and to 
arrange for more information to be presented to the Senate by the District representative heading the procedure. 

iii. Committee Membership (College Governance) – Buran showed the newly updated list of committee times and 
meeting places, along with their respective chairs. She used the Program Review/SLOAC Committee as an example, 
to show that one of the objectives of committee membership was inclusive and diverse representation. She also 
pointed out that this committee still needs a chairperson. In addition, Buran showed the entire list of committees 
needing one or more member. Buran will post this list on the college governance list on the college website, and it 
will be updated as vacancies are filled. 

 

F. Old Business 
i. Update on Implementation of C-ID – Duane Short, articulation officer, updated the Academic Senate on the status of 

this project. Some of our courses have met with approval for inclusion in the C-ID numbering system. Duane emailed 
notice of approvals to appropriate faculty members. There are courses at all three campuses that were either not 
approved or received only conditional approval. The campus articulation officers are planning to meet with 
representatives from the District Instructional Office to coordinate a course of action regarding these courses. 

 

G. Announcements 
i. In Memoriam of Don Taylor: Daphne and Larry Pink went to the internment ceremony at Miramar National 

Ceremony. Happy landings, Don, we will remember you and your ties fondly! 
ii. College President’s Luncheon, Dec 4th, 11:30am. Mark the date! 
 

There was a short discussion about finding a larger room for subsequent Senate meetings. Senators will be notified about any 
change. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:59pm. The next meeting will be on Sept 17th. Please submit agenda items to both Buran 
Haidar and Juli Bartolomei by 09/11/13. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Gina Bochicchio and Juli Bartolomei 


