
Minutes

Miramar College Academic Senate

Location: M-110
March 15th, 2011   3:30-5:00pm

Senators Present: Daphne Figueroa, Darrel Harrison, Buran Haidar, David Buser, David Navarro, Linda Woods, MaryAnn Guevarra, Valri Nesbit, Francois Bereaud, Sean Bowers, Otto Dobre, Isabella Feldman, Naomi Grisham, Mark Hertica, Jeff Higginbotham, Leslie Klipper, April Koch, Andrew Lowe, Mark Manasse, Eric Mosier, Wheeler North, Jordan Omens, Angela Romero, Nam Sinkaset, Maricarmen Cedillo, Dan Gutowski, Lawrence Hahn
Other Attendees: Dan Igou, Marie McMahon, Gina Bochicchio, Erica Murrietta, Tom Schilz, Channing Booth, Dan Willkie, Joan Thompson, Juli Bartolomei

Absent: Peter Elias, Mary Kjartanson, Sadayoshi Okumoto, Joe Young, Ruth Trejo
Meeting called to order at 3:35pm.

A. Approval of Agenda and Previous Minutes
The agenda was approved with a single change – due to the relationship between items, item Div (Curriculum Update on TMCs and Progress with 6-Year Reviews) was moved up in the agenda to immediately follow item Cii (Update on C-ID and SB1440). The previous minutes were approved unchanged.
B. Senate Reports
i. Treasurer – David Buser reported a balance of $988.38 with more expected to come in, enough for the Senate scholarships ($600), possible year-end celebration and some carryover for next fall.
ii. President – Daphne reported on:
a) Board of Governors approval of changes to Title V regarding prerequisites. The State Academic Senate will continue its work on faculty training. More information will be provided at the Spring Plenary session.
b) US Senate rejections of cuts of approximately $5.6 billion to Pell Grants.

c) Board of Trustees meeting will be held at Miramar College on March 24. Miramar College will be highlighting three of its programs, featuring the PLACe, the joint use programs and the TCWI programs.

d) Area D meeting will be held at Santiago Canyon College on March 26. She solicited input from all regarding the ASCCC resolutions that will be voted on at the Spring Plenary.
e) Mesa College is holding a discussion on “Lesbian and Transgender Faculty Perspective” on March 30 from 2:30 to 4:00pm. Val Nesbit, one of our Senate Executive Board members, will be a member of the panel. 
f) State Plenary Session April 14-16. Miramar College will be represented by Daphne, D. Harrison and W. North.

iii. Past President – None
C. Special Reports
i. Selection of Adjunct Nominee to Spring Plenary Session – Daphne received a single nomination of Lawrence Hahn from the Business department. The ASCCC office will be informed. The Miramar Academic Senate will be looking into the possibility of contributing to the cost of his airfare if he is selected.
ii. Update on C-ID and SB1440 – Daphne reported on the Discipline Input Groups (DIG) meeting that she attended on March 11. She explained: a) the history and purpose behind developing course descriptors that involves the California State System, b) the course identification system, C-ID, that was adopted by the State Academic Senate and the CSUs, with the UC system as invitees, and its connection to SB-1440 for transfer degrees, c) her participation in DIG work on Ed 110, an entry level transferable AA degree gateway course for elementary teacher preparation, d) the completion of a comprehensive course description for Ed 110 that is now going to the Faculty Discipline Review Groups (FDRG) for review and its transfer model curriculum (TMC), and e) FDRGs as the State Academic Senate appointed individuals that are responsible for finalizing the descriptors. The approved transfer model curricula for transfer degrees were accepted by all of the CSUs except for SDSU (which rejected all of the TMCs) and CSU San Marcos (which rejected one of the TMCs).  
D. Committee Reports/Information
i. Basic Skills Update – Mark Manasse solicited applications for the 2011-2012 Basic Skills funds. An email with details will be sent out next week. 
ii. District Classroom Standards Update – None
iii. ACCJC Recommendation Progress & Updates – Linda Woods reported that the meeting dates for all of the groups are set and posted on the Master Calendar.
iv. Curriculum Update on TMCs and Progress with 6-Year Reviews – Dan Igou reported that a) the TMCs are very broad and generic to satisfy SB1440. The initially approved TMCs for Psychology, Sociology and Communication Studies were all rejected by SDSU. The Psychology transfer degree will be dropped by Miramar College. Discussions are ongoing at the CIC to comply with SB1440, and language for inclusion in college catalogs is being developed. The next three TMCs under development are for Kinesiology, Criminal Justice and Mathematics. Discussion of the challenges ensued.

The District will be coordinating the review of 1700 courses that are either due or past-due for 6–year review, and a new Discipline Dean’s List is being developed. D. Short is acting as the technical writer. Courses have been prioritized with the most out-of-date courses first. Progress is being made.  

E. New Business 
i. FLEX Coordinator Confirmation – The Senate supported the committee’s selection to appoint T. Schilz as the FLEX Coordinator for Spring 2011.
ii. Sustainability Coordinator Reassigned Time – Daphne reviewed the 1.0 FTEF allocation of the Academic Senate: 0.6 for President, 0.2 for Past President, and 0.2 FTEF for the Sustainability Coordinator. She asked for input about the use of the 0.2 FTEF that are currently assigned for the latter purpose.
F. Old Business
i. Review of the Draft Miramar College Academic Leadership Outcomes Instrument (ALO) – Daphne summarized faculty concerns raised since last meeting about the events prior to the adoption of the process developed by Cerritos College with modifications to its two instruments: the survey and the ballot. These included lack of department discussions, clarity about the senators’ option to delay the vote, and the legality of the two proposed instruments. Daphne solicited input of M. Rogers who clarified that a) the survey as an opinion instrument would not violate the management evaluation procedures as it would not be part the official District evaluation process and b) the ballot instrument can’t be done in secret, as it should be done in an open meeting in compliance with the Brown Act. Senators provided department input regarding specific modifications to the survey. Extensive discussions ensued about the need to focus on the task of responding to the accreditation report and the existing challenges.  Daphne shared the information gathering efforts of the team addressing the ACCJC recommendation about the administrative turnover and she responded to criticism about the make-up of the evaluation report teams. A proposal to continue with the survey as a tool of free speech was discussed and the Senate voted to approve a proposal for the creation of a taskforce to rewrite a draft of the survey document. The motion was passed (Yea: 10, Nay: 8).
ii. Review of College Mission, Vision and Values – It was agreed to postpone discussion due to shortage of time.
G. Announcements (To be communicated by email, as they could not be made due to shortage of time)
i. Budget Forum on 30 March, 3:00pm in J-224/225
ii. April 5th – Nominations for Academic Senate Executive Board (Treasurer, Secretary, 2 Members-at-Large)

The meeting was adjourned at 5:19pm. The next meeting will be on April 5th, from 3:30-5:00pm in M-110. Please submit agenda items by 03/30/11.
Respectfully submitted,  

Buran Haidar and Juli Bartolomei
