
Minutes

Miramar College Academic Senate 

Location: M-110
February 1st, 2011   3:30-5:00pm

Senators Present: Daphne Figueroa, Darrel Harrison, Buran Haidar, David Buser, David Navarro, Linda Woods, MaryAnn Guevarra, Valri Nesbit, Francois Bereaud, Otto Dobre, Peter Elias, Patricia Flower, Andrew Lowe, Naomi Grisham, Mark Hertica, Jeff Higginbotham, April Koch, Mark Manasse, Wheeler North, Jordan Omens, Angela Romero, Nam Sinkaset, Maricarmen Cedillo, Dan Gutowski, Lawrence Hahn
Absent: Sean Bowers, Marilyn Espitia, Isabella Feldman, Mary Kjartanson, Eric Mosier, Sadayoshi Okumoto, Joe Young, Ruth Trejo
Other Attendees: Peter Fong (VPSS), Susan Schwarz (Acting VPI), Jim Mahler (AFT), Dan Willkie, Dan Igou, Juli Bartolomei

Meeting called to order at 3:35pm.

A. Approval of Agenda and Previous Minutes
The agenda was approved unchanged.  Previous minutes were approved at the Senate Executive Board meeting on 12/14/10.
B. Senate Reports
i. Treasurer – David Buser reported a balance of $827.30, of which $600 is earmarked for student scholarships. 
ii. President – Daphne welcomed Naomi Grisham, our newly appointed Transfer Center Director, and Dan Gutowski as the newest contract and adjunct senators, respectively. She reported:
a) The Academic Senate’s temporary office, located in M107V, is open M-Th from 1:30-5:30pm. Phone number is (619) 388-7385.
b) A summary of actions that were approved on behalf of the Academic Senate by the Senate Executive Committee at its meeting on 12/14/10, which include:

a. Approval of the 12/7/10 meeting minutes with Kathy Werle’s statement to the Academic Senate announcing her resignation.

b. Appointing three Senate Executive members (D. Figueroa, D. Buser and D. Navarro) to the Search Committee for the Interim VPI.

c. Nomination of Valri Nesbit for ASCCC scholarship for the Student Success Institute.

d. Approving a new student award, “ARA Award for Intellectual Curiosity”, in memory of B. Haidar’s father.

e. Spending $25 on a gift card for Norris Charles for his help with the Faculty BBQ.
f. Re-nominating of April Koch for the Stanback-Stroud Diversity Award, which April has since declined.

g. Accepting Linda Woods’ withdrawal of her Senate Executive Committee resignation.

The Senate unanimously accepted the actions taken on its behalf.
c) Associated Students President, Franchesca Gade’s, unfortunate accident and her ensuing serious financial need. A Gade Trust has been established by the Miramar College Foundation and all faculty members are encouraged to donate; deliver checks to the Business Office. 
d) The Innovations Conference will be held in San Diego from 2/27-3/2. The Chancellor’s Cabinet has provided three scholarships for faculty attendance for each campus. More information to follow.
e) Title V proposed changes regarding pre-requisites were made through consultation with ASCCC.  The proposal to replace statistical validation with content scrutiny has gone through a 1st reading and is now on the BOG agenda for a 2nd and final reading. February 17th is the last day for comment and those comments must be received by mail on that date.  Faculty input is needed. It was agreed that the Senate Executive Committee would convene on Feb. 8th to work on a written comment. 
f) Statewide Student Success Taskforce has been formed. Chancellor Carroll and Cynthia Rico Bravo, Mesa College AS President, are serving members. Their participation in defining student success is of utmost importance, given the move towards success-based community college funding. Cynthia is holding forums and we will be devoting a large part of our Feb. 15th AS meeting for that purpose. 
g) Flex requirements changes. No Flex credit will be allowed for contract faculty attending the Academic Senate meetings that are considered as part of the 30 hour campus commitment. Adjunct faculty will continue to receive credit. No Flex credit will be given for class preparation unless substantive changes are being made.
iii. Past President – None
C. Special Reports/Information

i. AFT – Ratification Voting on the New RAF. Jim Mahler presented the proposed Resource Allocation Formula. He explained the limitations of the old RAF and the main features of the proposed complex formula that would take effect on July 1st, 2011, once ratified.
D. Committee Reports/Information
i. Basic Skills Update – Mark Manasse informed of the newly organized Book Club that will hold its first meeting in M108 on Friday, 2/4.
ii. District Classroom Standards Update – Dan Willkie informed that the next meeting will be held on 2/11. Faculty members are asked to send him concerns for discussion.
iii. Budget and Resource Development – Buran Haidar presented a review of the BRDS members, team spirit, committee timeline, summary of the requests for funding (RFFs) that were submitted in Fall 2010, the committee considerations, and its recommended prioritization. The list of recommended prioritized RFFs is posted on the G-drive. The Senate unanimously approved the BRDS recommendation.
iv. College Governance (IE Committee Name and Membership Changes) – Daphne presented the IE Committee recommendations to change its name to the Planning & Institutional Effectiveness (PIE) Committee and membership changes.  This item will come back for a second reading on February 15th.
v. Academic Affairs (Proposed Instructional Reorganization) – David Navarro presented the recommendation of the Academic Affairs Committee for a two-phase reorganization that would move the Business Department from the School of Business, Math and Science (which will need to be re-named, if this is approved) to the School of Technical Careers and Workforce Initiatives in phase one.  Phase two discussions will occur later this semester. The recommendation was unanimously approved.
vi. Faculty Hiring – David Navarro informed that a faculty hiring presentation by AVIM will be take place on Thursday, 2/3. The final tally to produce a prioritized hiring list will take place on 2/17. The Chancellor is expecting all campuses to produce a list for 2011-2012, as hiring may be possible for 2012-2013.
E. New Business
i. College Budget & Sabbaticals – Daphne shared the funding limitations and asked faculty for input regarding further discussion of the 4.0 sabbatical FTEF at the next meeting. 
ii. Accreditation Recommendations, if available – Not available, so this item will be brought back to the 2/15 meeting.
F. Old Business

i. None    
G. Announcements
i. ARA Award for Intellectual Curiosity (Faculty-Nominated Student Scholarship) – B. Haidar announced a one-time $300 student award offered in honor of her father’s memory. She summarized the award purpose, process and procedure that were included in the announcement that was included with the AS meeting materials. She urged faculty from all disciplines to nominate eligible students.
The meeting was adjourned at 5:12pm. Next meeting will be on February 15th, from 3:30-5:00pm in M-110. Please submit agenda items by 02/09/11.
Respectfully submitted,  
Buran Haidar and Juli Bartolomei
