
Minutes

Miramar College Academic Senate 

Location: S5-104

November 2nd, 2010   3:30-5:00pm

Senators Present: Daphne Figueroa, Darrel Harrison, Buran Haidar, David Buser, David Navarro, Linda Woods, MaryAnn Guevarra, Valri Nesbit, Francois Bereaud, Marilyn Espitia, Isabella Feldman, Mark Hertica, Jeff Higginbotham, April Koch, Mark Manasse, Eric Mosier, Wheeler North, Sadayoshi Okumoto, Angela Romero, Nam Sinkaset, Joe Young, Maricarmen Cedillo, Lawrence Hahn, Ruth Trejo  
Other Attendees: Duane Short, Mark Dinger, Brian Sos (City College), Kathy Werle (VPI), Juli Bartolomei

Absent: Sean Bowers, Otto Dobre, Peter Elias, Tim Hempleman, Mary Kjartanson, Jordan Omens, Dan Trubovitz
Meeting called to order at 3:37pm.

A. Approval of Agenda and Previous Minutes
The agenda was approved with one change – moving “Old Business” up in the agenda to follow “Special Reports”. The previous minutes were approved unchanged.

B. Senate Reports
i. Treasurer – David Buser reported a balance of $1,100.70, of which $600 is marked for scholarships and $500 for the Barbecue. The total is $300 less than last year at the same time. Additional contributions will be solicited. 
ii. President – Daphne reported: a) Receiving solicitation for nominations, one person per campus, for the $1,250 ASCCC Hayward Award. Deadline for nominations is Dec. 1st, b) Two faculty state-wide will be nominated to serve on the Board of Governors, c) Liberal Arts faculty and deans will be moving to the new Liberal Arts “H” building Nov 18-19 and Math and Business to the “M” building the week of Nov 29, after Thanksgiving. d) Our College President’s presentation to the Chancellor’s Cabinet of the vacancy created by Wendy Stewart’s departure resulted in the decision to allow Miramar College to fill the position though internal recruitment, e) Spring 2011 schedule is already posted online.

iii. Past President – None
C. Special Reports/Information

i. SB 1440 and AB 2302 – Wheeler North and Duane Short reported on the passage of the two bills. Wheeler reviewed the year-old campaign to influence policy for the creation of Transfer Degrees that culminated with passage of AB 2302 (Fong), “Postsecondary Education: Student Transfer” and SB 1440 (Padilla), “California Community Colleges: Student Transfer” amending the Education Code. Wheeler summarized the ASCCC concerns that were addressed in the final recently approved bill, SB 1440. The final bill guarantees CSU admission for CC students receiving newly created transfer degrees that meet the requirements of the bill. Duane reported that, as of Fall 2011, Community College Transfer Degrees will be enacted that will enable students to transfer into “local” California State University baccalaureate programs with priority admission and to a program or major that is “similar” to his or her community college major or area of emphasis, as determined by the California State University campus to which the student is admitted. Duane pointed out the need for clarification regarding interpretation of terms such as “local” and “similar”. Duane also informed that Regional Articulation Officers will be holding impending discussions with CSU about the designations of lower division and upper division courses that will directly impact our transfer students.
D. Committee Reports/Information
i. Basic Skills Update – Mark Manasse reported on ongoing Basic Skills studies aiming at determining “who is our transfer student”, markers of ethnicity of transfer students, acceleration to minimize transfer time, and placement of students at the appropriate Basic Skill level. 
ii. District Classroom Standards Committee Update – None
iii. Technology Committee (3-year Rolling Technology Plan, Implementation of Wireless Internet Access Across Campus) – Namphol Sinkaset reported that: a) The Technology Committee is working on a re-write of the 3-year rolling plan, b) Kent Keyser announced that the District is now in charge of retrofitting all buildings with wireless connectivity, starting with the I bldg, NTC, then the W bldg.
E. New Business
i. None  
F. Old Business

i. Second Reading - Resolution on the Hiring of New Tenure-Line Faculty (Mesa) – Daphne summarized the original discomfort to support the resolution that was expressed at its first reading.  Since then, email communications with the Senate Executive Committee members and representatives from Mesa’s and City’s Senates have clarified most of the items of concern. The motion was unanimously approved with the understanding that we will ask the Board to consider that faculty hiring be weighed against the current high student demand in order to strike a balance between hiring contract faculty and cutting sections.

ii. Textbook Adoption and Procurement Policy – Daphne introduced Brian Sos (Senate Executive Committee, City College) who gave insights into City College’s draft of a modification of the District Textbook Affordability Task Force’s draft policy. Mark Hertica, the Academic Senate’s designee to the task force, explained that these concerns had been voiced at the last meeting of the task force. Discussions ensued regarding the importance of informing students about the total cost of textbooks and instructional materials and the distinction between “policy” and “procedures”. The Senate unanimously approved a motion to have Daphne express support for City College’s modified version of the policy at the next DGC meeting, on November 10, 2010, and to recommend leaving detailed procedures out of the policy.
G. Announcements
i. Sandi Trevisan reminded all about the United Way campaign. More will be received by email. 

ii. Daphne reminded that the jointly sponsored Academic & Classified Senate Barbecue will be held Dec. 2nd from noon-1:30pm.
The meeting was adjourned at 5:00pm. Next meeting will be on November 16th, from 3:30-5:00pm in S5-104. Please submit agenda items by 11/10/10.
Respectfully submitted,  
Buran Haidar and Juli Bartolomei
