
Minutes

Miramar College Academic Senate 

Location: S5-104

October 5th, 2010   3:30-5:00pm

Senators Present: Daphne Figueroa, Darrel Harrison, Buran Haidar, David Buser, David Navarro, Linda Woods, Valri Nesbit, Isabella Feldman, Jeff Higginbotham, April Koch, Eric Mosier, Wheeler North, Sadayoshi Okumoto, Angela Romero, Nam Sinkaset, Wendy Stewart, Dan Trubovitz, Joe Young, Maricarmen Cedillo, Lawrence Hahn
Other Attendees: Kathy Werle, Mark Dinger, Dan Willkie, Duane Short, Lou Ascione, Juli Bartolomei

Absent: MaryAnn Guevarra, Francois Bereaud, Otto Dobre, Peter Elias, Marilyn Espitia, Tim Hempleman, Mark Hertica, Mary Kjartanson, Mark Manasse, Jordan Omens, Ruth Trejo
Meeting called to order at 3:36pm.

A. Approval of Agenda and Previous Minutes
The agenda was approved with the following changes: Item E-i (Use of External Exams in SDCCD GE) was moved up in the agenda to follow item D-i (District Classroom Standards Committee report) and Item E-ii (Site Compliance Info) was added. The previous minutes were approved unchanged.
B. Senate Reports
i. Treasurer – David Buser reported a balance of $935.75 that parallels last year’s at this time.
ii. President – Daphne explained that $1100 is needed to cover the expenses for this year, that will include the Barbecue (held the first Thursday of December, 12/2) and the student scholarships. She asked senators to remind others to pay their dues. She announced that there are only 3 adjunct senators filling the 6 possible slots.  She will ask department chairs to encourage their adjuncts to become senators.
iii. Past President – None

C. Special Reports (None)
D. Committee Reports/Information
i. District Classroom Standards Committee – Dan Willkie explained the function of the District committee that he serves on as the Miramar faculty representative (one of three faculty reps, district-wide) to the committee whose members include facilities and maintenance individuals from the District.  He asked for faculty input regarding future classrooms with regard to sustainability, ADA compliance, safety issues and class maintenance such as paint, lighting and bulbs. He responded to questions about the classroom podiums and ADA regulations and explained that compliance does impact spacing between desks, which may be an issue in computer labs. He pointed out that our district’s classrooms are significantly larger than the State standards. Daphne informed us that, given the new buildings on campus, an update from Dan will be scheduled every 2nd Academic Senate meeting of the month.

ii. College Governance Committee Recommendations – Darrel Harrison announced that the GCG had approved the request submitted by the VPA to change the Administrative Services Program Review taskforce into a standing committee. The GCG also approved changing the Student Services Program Review/SLOAC taskforce into a sub-committee under the Student Services Committee.
iii. Budget and Resource Development Subcommittee – Buran Haidar reported on the IELM fund balance and summarized the funded emergency requests. A balance of $96,133 remains after funding two ERFF for 4 document scanners for Graphic Arts and 4 laptops for AV. Restriction on spending the balance will be extended as no IELM funds are expected for 2011-2012. She informed senators of the BRDS procedural timeline modification to accommodate incorporation of submission of requests for funding (RFFs) with Program Reviews that are due on Oct. 15th. A discussion ensued of the implications for faculty submitting requests and the generation of two prioritized lists for 2010-2011: the list that was already prioritized in spring 2010 and a second that will be generated after receiving the RFF with the fall 2010 Program Reviews. Faculty who submitted requests in spring 2010 were encouraged to submit them again, if the need still persists. Buran presented the BRDS recommended prioritization of the RFF received in spring 2010 and the Senate unanimously approved.
iv. Accreditation Update – Linda Woods reminded that the Accreditation site visit begins at 8am on Tuesday, Oct. 12th with a meet and greet.  Open forums will be held Tuesday afternoon (at 2pm) and Wednesday evening (at 5pm). The exit meeting, to be held on Oct. 14th at 1:30pm, will not include an extensive report. 
v. Basic Skills Update – Mark Manasse announced the free Regional Basic Skills Professional Development event on Oct. 22nd in Escondido that will focus on student success and completion. He will send an e-mail to the DL about this meeting. Kathy Werle shared that the proposals for the available BSI funds are due Nov, 1st, 2010. She added that next year will be the last year for guaranteed BSI funding, and the expectation is pointing to a projected higher level of accountability for BSI funds. 
vi. Student Services PR/SLOAC – Wendy Stewart has accepted a Dean’s position at Grossmont College and she will be leaving soon.  She presented the Student Services SLO Timeline to Proficiency and sought approval from the Senate. The Senate agreed to consider her presentation as a first reading to be followed by a second reading at the next Academic Senate meeting. MaryAnn Guevarra will be the Student Services representative for that purpose and will continue as the co-Chair of the Student Services PR/SLOAC sub-committee. Wendy’s departure will vacate the Research Committee’s Chair position. Additional faculty representation will be solicited for participation in the Research Committee, which has a meeting on Monday Oct. 11th, at 3:30pm.
vii. PLACe Advisory Group – Daphne Figueroa, as Acting Coordinator, extended special thanks to faculty and staff members of the PLACe Advisory Group and to other faculty who assisted with selecting the Learning Assistants for English and Math. She presented summaries showing: a) faculty responses to a Needs Assessment Survey on Services at the PLACe, including total numbers of responding faculty representing departments and disciplines and number of class section, b) writing papers, practicing skills, problem solving, reading textbook, reviewing concepts as the top services for which students are referred, c) a list of desired services, and d) current issues of hiring of new learning assistants, continuation of supplemental instruction for Math, faculty and student expectations, Basic Skills vs. transfer level, FTES collection, and the 50% law. 
E. New Business
i. Use of External Exams in SDCCD GE – Duane Short, our campus representative on the District CIC Committee, presented to the Senate the discrepancy for external exam credits for General Education exams: AP, IB or CLEP among community colleges, UC and CSU. The Senate unanimously approved his request to align our external exam credits with CSU this year. He asked the Senate for direction regarding the fact that 80% of our transfer students are CSU-bound and that the CSU system makes yearly changes to the credits that they accept. The Senate unanimously approved that Duane can act on its behalf to recommend aligning our external exam credit assignment with the CSU on an on-going basis, without seeking yearly approval.
ii. Site Compliance Info – Lou Ascione presented an updated 2020-2011 Site Compliance Info, Distribution & Training Plan that is now more comprehensive and covers discrimination and equal opportunity employment in addition to sexual harassment. He announced that there is a plan for holding monthly campus meetings.   Daphne added that the Senate may make requests for training on Site Compliance-related issues at any time.
F. Old Business (None)
G. Announcements
i. April Koch announced the Filipino American History Month Fair & Book signing on Oct. 16th and the Evening with the Experts on Oct. 29th. 
The meeting was adjourned at 4:51pm. Next meeting will be on October 19th, from 3:30-5:00pm in S5-104. Please submit agenda items by 10/13/10.
Respectfully submitted,  
Buran Haidar and Juli Bartolomei
