Minutes

Miramar College Academic Senate 

Location: S5-104

March 2nd, 2010   3:30-5:00pm

Senators Present: Daphne Figueroa, Darrel Harrison, Buran Haidar, David Buser, Francois Bereaud, Linda Lee, Linda Woods, Mary Ann Guevarra, Sean Bowers, Rebecca Bowers-Gentry, Isabella Feldman, Patricia Flower, Tim Hempleman, Mark Hertica, Jeff Higginbotham, April Koch, Mark Manasse, Michael Mcpherson, Ryan Monroe, Lisa Munoz, Wheeler North, Angela Romero, Nam Sinkaset, Wendy Stewart, Ruth Trejo, Valri Nesbit

Other Attendees: Kathy Werle (VPI), Susan Schwarz, Fred Garces, Marilyn Espitia, Juli Bartolomei

Absent: Otto Dobre, Peter Elias, Mary Hart, Ticey Hosley, Mary Kjartanson, Jordan Omens

Meeting called to order at 3:35pm.

A. Approval of Agenda and Previous Minutes

The agenda and minutes of the February 16th meeting were approved without modification.

B. Senate Reports
i. Treasurer – David Buser reported a balance of $1142.50 with $100 to be expended for the “A Conversation with Our Students" breakfast meeting scheduled for March 5th, and $600 for student scholarships. He solicited ideas for the end of the year Academic Senate activity and for carryover for next year. He updated on the donations for Bob Dalgleish Memorial Fund.

ii. President – Daphne reported: 

a. 
Need for faculty volunteers to participate in drafting a Student Equity Report. Interested members are to contact Adela Jacobson.

b. 
Students suggested posting the Miramar College Mission Statement in all classrooms. Sandi Trevisan is developing posters for faculty volunteers to post.

c. 
Proposed changes to Disciplines List Review Process, used to determine minimum qualifications for hiring purposes, are due March 15th. Adjustments to minimum qualifications are recommended by the State Academic Senate for adoption by the Board of Governors. Suggested modifications will be reviewed at the Area D meeting. Daphne will send out to key individuals, such as Department Chairs and Deans, information from the State Academic Senate.

d. 
Academic Senate Elections for the positions of: President Elect, Treasurer, Secretary, and two Executive Board members are to be held this spring. Daphne clarified the responsibilities of the Nominations Committee. Francois Bereaud, Patricia Flower, and Marilyn Espitia volunteered to serve and to bring nominations to the March 16th Academic Senate meeting. None of the volunteers have plans of their own to run for any position. Nominations from the floor will be accepted at the March 16th meeting and will close at the end of that meeting.  Voting will occur at the April 6th Academic Senate meeting.

iii. Past President – Darrel Harrison reminded members of the planned “Teach Out” one-hour event on March 4, at 1:00pm at the Leave a Legacy Plaza and other rally event and marches in support of education across the city and state. He reminded of the recent letter from our Chancellor in support of participation. Darrel also shared information received at the District Budget Committee meeting that, as a result of district savings, the anticipated district budget deficit of $36 million has been reduced to about $30 million. Our district is in better shape than others with no program discontinuance.
C. Special Reports
i. Administration. Evening Instruction Office Hours – Kathy Werle re-addressed scaling back evening hours from 8 to 7pm as she previously presented to the Academic Senate at the Feb 2, 2010 meeting. She asked the Academic Senate to endorse the change. The Senate unanimously approved her request and recommended that she forward that back to the President. Daphne pointed out that, despite the hiring freeze, Cynthia’s responsibilities will be covered after her retirement.   

D. Committee Reports/Information
i. Basic Skills – Mark Manasse reported the availability of five mini Basic Skills Grants of $500 that can be used for stipend or services. He emphasized the importance of adhering to the BSI definition. He presented the requirements that the proposed project: a) involve a basic skill in any class, and b) must be new or augment an existing Basic Skills service. Project proposals are due April 29th, 2010. Mark summarized the current Basic Skills funded projects, Miramar BSU Action Plan and Effective Practices. He directed all to more details and instructions posted on the Basic Skills webpage http://www.sdmiramar.edu/BasicSkills/ that has a link to Basic Skills State Resources.  
Concern about campus commitment to Basic Skills was raised, particularly if usurped into categorical funding. Wheeler encouraged the Academic Senate President to form a committee to draft a resolution for Academic Senate approval. Daphne suggested that Mark work with the Basic Skills Committee to draft this resolution.

E. New Business 
i. Plagiarism Detection Software Resolution – First Reading

Fred Graces addressed the issue of the current lack of plagiarism detection software. The “SafeAssign” software component of Blackboard was deemed insecure for student privacy and has been inactivated at the District level. Fred shared results of his survey indicating that “Turnitin”, a more secure alternative software, is favored by Miramar faculty. He pointed out that City College has already paid for the Turnitin license. Discussion ensued of the need for alternative Plagiarism Detection software, its cost, and possible recommendation for the District to purchase a site license for all three colleges, as securing SafeAssign within Blackboard is not possible. Fred presented the Academic Senate with a “Resolution for the District to secure a license for Turnitin Plagiarism Service for SDCCD faculty” for members to take to their departments.  Daphne will consult with other Academic Senate presidents.
ii. Technology Plan – First Reading
Suzan Schwarz (Standing in for Otto Dobre) presented the 2008-2011 Three-Year Rolling Technology Plan, which outlines planning assumptions and strategies for instructional, audio-visual, and administrative technologies. Questions raised by faculty about the rationale behind the rolling plan pointed to the need for further discussion. The Senate approved a motion to have a second reading of the proposed plan at the next Academic Senate meeting. 
F. Old Business 
i. Mesa’s Resolution Regarding Pedagogy – Second Reading
The Academic Senate unanimously approved Mesa’s Resolution 09.9.1.

ii. Ranked College-Wide 2010-11 Priorities – Second Reading (with modifications)

The Academic Senate approved the Ranked College-Wide Priorities for 2010-2011 with a modified first priority, which now reads: “1. Improve the quality of student learning, institutional structures and student/support services through the use of effective strategies such as: enrollment management, SLOAC processes, Basic Skills/grants, etc.”
iii. Renewal of Reassigned Time (President/Past President/Sustainability Coordinator).

Daphne asked to maintain the current annual distribution of the Academic Senate’s 1.0 FTEF: President – 0.6, Past-President – 0.2, and Sustainability Coordinator – 0.2 (currently Laura T Gonzalez). She recommended that the Sustainability Coordinator focus on curriculum “greening” and its related proactive work. The recommendation was made to ask Laura to submit and review with the Academic Senate President an annual report to document progress.

G. Announcements
i. AFT Rally – See item B-iii above.

ii. Conversation with Students – Daphne urged all to participate in the “A Conversation with Our Students" breakfast meeting scheduled for March 5th.

iii. Water Walk – Wendy Stewart announced March 8-13 as the “Water Awareness Week” and asked all to participate in the planned activities. She distributed a flyer about the week’s events.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:50pm. Next meeting will be on March 16th, 3:30-5:00pm, in S5-104. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Buran Haidar and Juli Bartolomei 

