Minutes

Miramar College Academic Senate 

Location: S5-104

October 20, 2009   3:30-5:00pm

Senators Present: Daphne Figueroa, Buran Haidar, David Buser, Francois Bereaud, Linda Lee, Linda Woods, MaryAnn Guevarra, Sean Bowers, Rebecca Bowers-Gentry, Otto Dobre, Peter Elias, Marilyn Espitia, Patricia Flower, Mark Hertica, Ticey Hosley, Yolanda James, April Koch, Mark Manasse, Ryan Monroe, Lisa Munoz, Wheeler North, Nam Sinkaset, Wendy Stewart, Valri Nesbit, Ruth Trejo

Other Attendees: Lou Ascione, Bob Fritsch, Susan Schwarz, Marie McMahon, Amy Fraher, Jim Mahler (AFT), Paulette Hopkins, Joan Thompson, Juli Bartolomei

Absent: Darrel Harrison, Isabella Feldman, Mary Hart, Mary Kjartanson, Michael Mcpherson, Rechelle Mojica, Jordan Omens
Meeting called to order at 3:40 pm.

A. Approval of Agenda and Previous Minutes 

Agenda was amended to:

· Add to the President’s report revisiting of the CWMP timeline for a vote 

· Switching the order of the Committee Reports and the Special Reports

The amended agenda was unanimously approved.

Minutes of the Oct. 2nd meeting were unanimously approved without modification.

B. Senate Reports
i. Treasurer – David Buser reported the treasury has a balance of $1,323.31. 

ii. President – Daphne reported that:
a. The Board of Trustees Academic Senate Participatory Governance Workshop that was held Oct. 16th was well received. Other participants included Academic Senate Presidents Berta Harris (City), Cynthia Rico-Bravo (Mesa), and Esther Matthew (CE), Vice Chancellor Kim Myers and the State Academic Senate Treasurer, Beth Smith (Grossmont). 

b. The Academic Affairs Committee approved a modified timeline for the 2010-2011 College-Wide Master Plan (CWMP) on Oct 15th that specifies an annual course SLOAC Review with November 30th as its due date. 

A motion to approve the modified timeline for the 2010-2011 CWMP was adopted unanimously by the Academic Senate. 

iii. Past President – None 

C. Special Reports 
Senate/Union Issues Forum – Jim Mahler (AFT President) availed himself as a resource to answer questions:

a. Joint Statement of the Academic Senates/AFT on SLOs. Jim clarified the events and circumstances leading to this statement as recent events at Mesa College and impending increase in workload resulting from cutting classes and early retirements.

A discussion ensued highlighting faculty as the driving force for assessing student learning, value of SLOs in absence of departmental final, clarification about acceptable description of SLO-related faculty activities for faculty evaluation purposes, campus push to develop/assess/analyze SLOs, possible halt to SLO assessment, and linking SLOs assessment data to faculty evaluation.

A motion to endorse the Joint Statement of the Academic Senates/AFT on SLOs was approved by the senate with the following votes: 18 in favor, 1 opposed, and 4 abstentions.

b. Early Retirement Program. Jim clarified that the District’s early retirement offer impacts pension, and early retirees are required to give up their pro rata right.  District savings are anticipated if twenty percent of the five hundred eligible individuals file for early retirement. 

He recommended consultation with STRS before any consideration. He does not advocate any recommendation as it is a case-by-case situation. Dec 18th is the deadline. The impact of workforce reduction as a result of retirement on workload was discussed and it was acknowledged that there is no easy answer. The point was raised that when loads gets to be too much, the only alternative is to stop doing. Jim pointed that the workload is also an issue for the classified staff. 

D. Committee Reports/Information

Basic Skills – Mark Manasse re-emphasized the importance of learning skills, teacher training and the opportunity for pay advancement, faculty participation in identification of learning “GAPs”, and student awareness of services. He summarized the Miramar Basic Skills projects and pointed to useful web resources.

E. New Business 
i. Resolutions – First Reading (None)

F. Old Business 

i. Resolutions – Second Reading (None)

G. 
Announcements – Daphne made the following announcements:

i. Retirement of Corrie Ort and she acknowledged Corrie’s contributions by reading the following statement:

“The Academic Senate would like to congratulate Corrie Ort on her retirement. Corrie has exhibited exemplary service as a faculty member, and in particular has made significant contributions through her role as co-Chair of the campus Diversity & International Education committee. Thank you, Corrie, for your service to Miramar College.  You will be missed!”

ii. Congratulations to Leslie Klipper on the selection of her Speech 180 as an exemplary online course to be showcased on Nov. 12, 2009, 12:30- 2:00pm in W246.

iii. The next Academic Senate meeting will include a report on “Green Campus” by Laura Gonzalez and another on Student Advocacy by Franchesca Gade.  The Senate Executive Board already approved $125 to defray part of Laura Gonzalez’ conference costs.

iv. The Site Compliance Officer potential funding source will be included as an agenda item at the next meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:47pm.  The next Senate meeting will be on November 3rd in S5-104. 

Respectfully submitted,  

Buran Haidar and Juli Bartolomei 

