
 

Minutes – Miramar College Academic Senate 
3:30-5:00pm Oct 15, 2019     Location: M-110 

 

Senators Present: Laura Murphy, Marie McMahon, Josh Alley, Alex Sanchez, Wendy Kinsinger, Lisa Clarke, Wheeler North, 
Nicholas Aramovich, Lisa Brewster, Mark Dinger, Kevin Gallagher, MaryAnn Guevarra, David Halttunen, Darrel Harrison, Mary 
Hart, Patricia Hunter, Shawn Hurley, Brit Hyland, April Koch, Isabelle Martin, Pablo Martin, Alanna Milner, Ryan Moore, Jordan 
Omens, Patty Parker, Kevin Petti, Nam Sinkaset, Melissa Wolfson, Valerie Chau, Leslie Marovich, Kathy Pickham 
Absent: Alex Mata (proxy: A. Romero), Adrian Arancibia, Otto Dobre, Rich Halliday (proxy: A. Koch), Mary Kjartanson, Larry Pink 
(proxy: W. North), George Kallas (proxy: M. McMahon), Melissa Martinez, Soodeh Nezamabadi 
Other Attendees: Donnie Tran, Melanie Stuart, Duane Short, William Wyatt, Juli Bartolomei 

  

Meeting called to order at 3:31pm. 
 

I. Adoption of Agenda 
- The agenda and Consent Calendar were unanimously adopted unchanged. 
- Murphy suggested adjusting order of business items to accommodate Lynn Neault’s arrival around 4pm. 
 

II. Executive Committee Reports 
A. Adjunct Report – W. Kinsinger 

- No report. 
B. Treasurer – J. Alley 

- Alley reported a balance of around $1300. 
C. Past-President – M. McMahon 

- Area D meeting went well, with 10 reps from SDCCD. State Chancellor Oakley was there. In McMahon’s opinion, North 
and Murphy asked the best questions, providing an opportunity to see rationale and how it was presented. 

D. President – L. Murphy 

 Area D Meeting with Chancellor Oakley 
- Oakley reinforced his support for the fully online college (CalBright), which has issues, including legal ones. Oakley 

is also supportive of the student-centered funding formula. Additionally, Oakley reported his budget advocacy for 
the next cycle. (See the 2020-2021 Budget Advocacy in Murphy’s PowerPoint.) 

- North asked a question about non-credit classes/fee-based modalities. North is working on finding out more but 
believes that there are untruths regarding duplicative courses being offered. Kinsinger reported that an AFT lawsuit 
has been filed. 

- McMahon added that asking challenging questions forces them to go on record. 
- Some resolutions that will be discussed at the upcoming State Academic Senate plenary session were presented, 

including changing the way the SAS votes, term limits changes, resolutions on diversity and equity, on increasing 
B.A. degrees and curriculum issues. Murphy will send her PowerPoint to the senators and asked that they share 
this with their respective departments and provide feedback to her to help develop a consensus position on each. 

 Update on Professional Development opportunities 
- GP Workgroup leads application deadline is 10/17. There will be 20% release with possible ESUs for adjuncts. 
- An Accreditation Faculty Co-Chair position is open with an application deadline of 11/1. 
- An SLO coordinator position is pending. Some administrators want to add program review development and 

training with no increase in release time. 

 Status of Interim President Search 
- This closed on 10/11 and screening is to take place on 10/22. Summaries will be forwarded to the Chancellor for 

her final appointment. 
- Start date is still planned for 11/1. 

 ASCCC Exemplary Program Award 
- There have been no nominations for this so far. The theme is student support services. 

 Other 
- The Board of Trustees Meeting was on 10/10 at City College, where the Board was, once again, informed of 

Miramar’s concerns over funding inequities. P. Martin and C. Booth attended to discuss how the issue of funding 
inequities is impacting both faculty and students. Murphy requested that faculty attend these meetings regularly to 
discuss how this impacts programs. 

- ASCCC OER Funding Opportunity: This is an excellent opportunity for faculty to develop OER. The deadline is 
10/28. Contact is A. Gloag. 

 

III. Consent Calendar 
A. Academic Senate Meeting Minutes from 01 Oct 2019 
 

IV. Business: Action Items 
A. Multiple Degrees (6 units vs. 0 units) (2

nd
 Reading) – L. Murphy 

- Last proposal was to require either 0 or 6 units of separation. There is a need to forward recommendations to the CIC 
regarding how many units separate a degree. 



 

- Various faculty discussed the response to this at their respective department meetings. Discussion ensued. 
- The possibility of having a minor (vs. major) was presented. 
- North made a motion to direct Short to go back to CIC to say that we would like to see no less than 6 units of separation, 

giving Short the ability to negotiate. Short will report back on those discussions. The motion passed with 24 yays, 7 nays 
and 1 abstention. (North/Chau) 

B. Funding Request for Miramar Halloween Boo-takular Event (2
nd

 Reading) – S. Menchaca 
- Koch discussed this with the Diversity committee and said that there was some concern with the original name and 

voiced a positive reaction to the name having been changed. Menchaca discussed the event’s timing and other elements 
of this event. The motion to approve the funding request of $100 passed unanimously. (McMahon/Kinsinger) 

C. Miramar College Academic Senate Scholarships – L. Murphy 
- The AS has previously supported two $300 scholarships for the Scholarship Drive. Murphy suggested suspending the 

rules and moving this forward with one reading. 
- The motion to suspend the rules was approved unanimously. (McMahon/North) The motion to approve two $300 

scholarships was approved unanimously. (McMahon/Chau) 
 

V. Business: Discussion Items 
A. Process for Resolution of Faculty Concerns with Canvas/Campus Solutions – L. Neault 

- Neault did not have a formal presentation, but said she was here to take questions regarding Canvas and Campus 
Solutions. 

- There are four main issues with Canvas: 
1) Dropped students are still appearing on Canvas rosters. Neault says this is a timing issue and should be resolved for 

the Spring. 
2) In Campus Solutions, there is a preferred name for students, but this does not exist in Canvas. This is also slated to be 

resolved for Spring. In the meantime, Gustafson will manually change names, so contact her if you have that need. 
3) When faculty assignments change, this is not being pulled into Canvas. A fix for this is currently in process and should 

also be completed for Spring. 
4) A problem with the online schedule search (which is impacting enrollments) due to the Campus Solutions number 

being pulled instead of course ID number. 
- There is an ongoing effort to acquire more resources to address the problems with Canvas. In the meantime, they are 

prioritizing biggest issues for student and faculty access. 
- A question regarding the usability of Canvas in the high schools was raised, and Neault explained that this was not a 

Canvas issue nor was this an issue that could have been anticipated. Additionally, Neault noted that this was the first 
time she had heard of this particular issue and said she would follow up with this with a possible work-around. Neault 
explained that a major access issue is with San Diego Unified and the fact that PeopleSoft and Campus Solutions do not 
work with Chromebook. 

- Two additional questions were raised regarding the honors designation in Canvas and the plagiarism detection software.  
Neault explained that these are issues that are on the radar and being worked on. Faculty raised additional concerns 
with Canvas, and Neault encouraged all faculty to report all problems (however minor) with Canvas to her office. 

B. District and College Budget for 2019-2020 – L. Murphy 
- Murphy presented a draft resolution addressing full-time faculty and resource inequities at Miramar College for 

consideration. The focus of Murphy’s discussion was to adopt a plan to increase the number of contract faculty at 
Miramar, including halting the hiring freeze at Miramar, and adopting a plan to reach parity with the other District 
colleges. 

- Graphs on the Ratio of FTES to total contract classroom FTEF were presented. 
- Murphy would like to bring these proposals to the Chairs after refining the language. Murphy will email this to the 

senators and encouraged input from departments. 
- North encouraged people to get input from their departments and raised how these inequities impact student funding, the 

likelihood of students having a full-time faculty member vs adjunct, and the number of students in the classroom. 
- An ASG Senator (Wyatt) in attendance asked that the resolution be shared with the ASG once it is completed so that 

they may take a position in support of faculty on this issue. 
C. Budget and Planning Processes for Student Success and Support – L. Murphy and D. Tran 

- Murphy discussed the ASC (Academic Success Center) operating budget for 2019-2020, pointing out that there is 
money available for academic support. She suggested that a more formalized academic success plan be developed. 

- Tran explained that English and Math are the only areas in which walk-in tutoring is currently available. There are 
currently 7 English tutors, 9 math tutors and 19 Strong Workforce classes with SI leaders. The data shows that there is a 
need to support C2C students enrolled in CBTE classes. 

- Murphy asked how the AS would like to be involved in this process. Murphy explained that among the Senate goals is an 
evaluation of the planning process. 

- There was additional discussion of options and Tran indicated that a Google form would go out to faculty interested in 
utilizing space at the ASC. 

- Recommendations and requests are needed from the faculty on budgeting and planning for tutoring. Faculty should raise 
this with their departments. 

D. Website Improvement Project – M. McMahon 



 

- 38 faculty have completed the website survey. McMahon asked that senators take this to their departments and to 
encourage them to take this opportunity to improve the website. Survey closes on 10/18. 

E. Academic Senate Goals for 2019-2020 – L. Murphy 
- Murphy presented a list of potential goals that were suggested to her by faculty. The AS Executive Committee will 

discuss and develop goals for 2019-2020 from the list. 
 

VI. Committee Reports (AS Standing Committees and Governance Committees) 
 

VII. Announcements and Public Comments 
A. Koch encouraged faculty and students to attend Tim Wise’s talk this Friday, 10/18, for Evening with the Experts. 
B. North raised the expense the District incurred in printing open enrollment cards that were duplicative of an email that 

recently went out and suggested the AS has a future conversation about the remarkable waste of money at the District. 
  

The meeting was adjourned at 4:58pm. The next meeting will be on Nov 5
th
. Please submit agenda items to both Laura Murphy 

and Juli Bartolomei. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Angela Romero and Juli Bartolomei 


